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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
. .  

FOR 

The Addition  of  Selenium to  t h e   P r e s t a r t e r  
and Starter Rat ions of Weanling  Swine 

The Rals ton   Pur ina  Company of St. Louis ,  Missouri has f i led a Food 
A d d i t i v e   P e t i t i o n  (FAP 2185) for an   i nc rease  * from 0.1 t o  0-3. ppm, 
i n   t h e   l e v e l  of se len ium  supplementa t ion   a l lowable   in   swine   p res ta r te r  . 

and s tar ter  r a t ions .   Ra l s ton   Pu r ina  claims t h a t   t h i s   i n c r e a s e d   l e v e l  
of selenium  supplementat ion is n e c e s s a r y   f o r  young swine  due to  a 
r a p i d   d e p l e t i o n  of s e l e n i u m   a f t e r   w e a n i n g   i n   t h i s  species. T h i s  claim 
is s u p p o r t e d   b y   r e c e n t   s c i e n t i f i c   r e s e a r c h  (see a t t a c h e d   r e f e r e n c e s ) .  

The Bureau  of   Veter inary Medicine h a s   c a r e f u l l y   c o n s i d e r e d   t h e   p o t e n -  
t i a l .  environmental   impact  of t h i s   p e t i t i o n  and h a s   c o n c l u d e d   t h a t   t h e  
a c t i o n  will not   have a s i g n i f i c a n t  effect  on t h e  human environment  and 
t h a t  an Environmental   Impact  Statement  therefore will not  be prepared ,  
Allowing t h i s   p e t i t i o n   p r o v i d i n g  for increased  selenium  supplementa-  
t i o n   f o r  young s w i n e   r a t i o n s  will r e s u l t   i n   a m i n i m a l   i n c r e m e n t a l  
i n c r e a s e   i n  releases of s e l e n i u m   i n t o   t h e  human hnvironment.  The 
estimated inc rease   i n   s e l en ium  in t roduc t ion   i n to ,   t he   env i ronmen t  i s  
591 kg which is on ly  a 2.7% inc rease   ove r   t he  estimated 21.5 metric 
tons   o f   s e l en ium  cu r ren t ly   u sed   annua l ly   fo r   supp lemen ta t ion  of animal 
feeds f o r  a l l  approved  uses.  

An Environmental   Assessment  (June 1, 1981) t h a t   e x a m i n e s   t h e   p o t e n t i a l  
environmental   impacts  of a l l o w i n g   t h i s   p e t i t i o n   h a s   b e e n   p r e p a r e d  and 
is a t t ached  to  t h i s   F i n d i n g   o f  No Signi f icant   Impact .   Prev ious   envi -  
ronmental   documents  have  already  evaluated the  p o t e n t i a l   i m p a c t s  
assoc ia ted   wi th   a l lowing   se len ium  supplementa t ion  of t h e  d i e t s  of 
s e v e r a l   o t h e r   a n i m a l   s p e c i e s  grown for human food.   These  other  
pub l i c ly   ava i l ab le   env i ronmen ta l   documen t s   cons i s t  of 1)  an Environ- 
mental   Impact   Analysis   Report   (July  26,   1972)  and an  Environmental 
Impact   S ta tement   ( January  8, 1974) for selenium  supplementat ion of t h e  
d i e t s  of ch ickens ,   t u rkeys ,  and swine;  2) an  Environmental  Impact 
Analysis  Report  (August  26,  19761, and three  Environmental   Assessment 
Reports  (November 21,  1977,  June 6, 1978,  and November 20, 1978) for 
selenium  supplementat ion of t h e  d i e t s  of ruminants   (sheep,  beef 
c a t t l e  and d a i r y  ca t t le ) ;  3) an  Environmental  Impact  Analysis  Report 
(March 13,  1981) for selenium  supplementation of the d i e t  of ducks  and 
4) an Environmental   Assessment  (April   24,   1981) for t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 
s e l e n i u m   t o   t h e  feed of l ay ing   hens   . ( a t t ached)  . 
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